
 

 

February 18, 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Yesterday, the Berrien County Health Department shifted its COVID-19 guidance for indoor 
public settings, including K-12 schools, from “mask recommended” to “mask optional.” The 
decision was made based on recognition of decreasing COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations, 
increased testing supplies and vaccinations, as well as the availability of treatment options. 
Berrien County’s announcement followed the February 16 updated mask guidance from the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) as the state enters the 
“recovery” or “post-surge” phase of the pandemic, where “no immediate resurgence is 
predicted.” 

As has been the district’s practice throughout the pandemic, to ensure the health and wellbeing 
of students and staff, Berrien RESA will continue to follow the Health Department’s COVID-19 
guidelines. Therefore, starting on Tuesday, February 22, masking will be optional for all 
students and staff members. Federal rules mandate that masks be worn on all public 
transportation, including school buses.  

Please keep in mind the following: 

• Students and staff are welcome to wear a mask at any time. Masks will continue 
to be made available through the end of the school year. 

• Mitigation strategies including cleaning, increased air circulation, the availability 
of hand sanitizer, and other health measures will continue to be practiced. 

• COVID-19 case communication will continue to be shared regularly with families. 
• If your student is sick, do not send them to school. 

If a student/staff member is exposed to COVID-19 but is not symptomatic, they may attend 
school/work while wearing a mask (recommended) for 10 days following the exposure, 
regardless of vaccination status. If a student/staff member has a positive case of COVID-19, 
please refer to the Berrien RESA COVID-19 Mitigation Plan. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact your student’s program 
supervisor or principal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 

 

https://www.berrienresa.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_148518/File/Berrien%20RESA%20COVID%20Learning%20Plan%202-17-22.pdf

